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Financial Success
First two cohorts of Diploma in Financial Strategy celebrate graduation from Saïd Business School, University of Oxford
More than a hundred friends, family and graduates attended a ceremony on Saturday 17 May to mark the graduation of the first two cohorts of Oxford’s Diploma in Financial Strategy.
The Diploma is a master-level post graduate qualification which attracts senior finance professionals from a diverse range of sectors including retailing, banking, consulting, telecoms, media, energy, IT and the public sector. The 43 graduates include students from Africa, North America, Eastern and Continental Europe, Asia and Australasia. 
‘I am delighted to celebrate the achievement of the first two groups of students on the Diploma in Financial Strategy’, said Niels Dechow, Academic Director of the Diploma. ‘The programme has gone to strength to strength since the first classes began in 2006. The calibre of the students is striking and the depth and range of experience and insights they bring to the class creates a stimulating and highly focused environment. The students have all maintained their careers while studying and they have coped well with the challenges we have set them. This is an intense and demanding programme – as you would expect from Oxford – yet one which is grounded in the experience of practice. We greatly welcome the opportunity to learn from the participants’ experience of practice and to explore and explain its consequences. The students have taken full advantage of the opportunities the programme has provided and I look forward to watching their future career development with interest.’

Speaking at the ceremony, Graduate Danielle Esterhuysen, who has a background in investment banking and plans to transfer to the not-for-profit sector, commented: ‘The course started out with strategy and some interesting case studies – we covered companies like Cirque de Soleil, Walt Disney, Mondavi Wines and General Electric.  As most people in the class were from entirely different industries there was always a healthy debate and we learned a great deal from the class members, not only the texts. The ages in our class ranged from twenties to fifties and the industries: fashion, music, banking, corporate, even the regulators … Most of the class found the real world approach of the Strategy module fantastic and we were definitely encouraged to think for ourselves and not just learn it. We then moved into the Finance section of the course and finished up with Management Control Systems. As quite a few of us completed our accounting exams a while ago it was a great opportunity to update our technical knowledge… We’ve been given an amazing opportunity to attend a University steeped in tradition and history, with such a regard for excellence.’

Hugh Sutherland, representing the class of 2006, and who works for Oxera, added: ‘The course is very practical, meeting the needs of many accountants and finance managers who need to take their expertise to a higher level. We met people who really knew their stuff; who could break a difficult subject down into simple tools, then show how the complexity of real life could be addressed using those tools.  We have met people who research and teach here who are exceptionally able to cut to the chase, to give you powerful insights in a few sentences, who are experts in those fields which really count and who can bring you up to speed by telling you about it face to face’. 

Speaking at the ceremony, Professor Colin Mayer, Dean of Saïd Business School, said:  ‘Degree programmes in Oxford are demanding at the best of times but when they are done in conjunction with continuing in full-time employment they are doubly so. Your achievement here is a very impressive one.  The programme is a demanding one - like all the programmes in Oxford it is designed to be unusually challenging.  We pride ourselves on 800 years of educating leaders.  And that is what this programme should have equipped you to do – to go on with a new sense of confidence of what you can achieve in your life and what you can contribute to others’.

To speak to Niels Dechow or one of the graduating Diploma students, please contact the press office:
Clare Fisher, Head of PR, Direct telephone +44 (0) 1865 288851 
clare.fisher@sbs.ox.ac.uk
Josie Powell, PR Coordinator. Direct telephone: +44 (0) 1865 288403
josie.powell@sbs.ox.ac.uk or Pressoffice@sbs.ox.ac.uk
Notes to editors

1
Further details about the Diploma in Financial Strategy
The Diploma in Financial Strategy at the University of Oxford is a masters-level postgraduate qualification that provides the essential parts of an MBA for senior finance professionals. It is an opportunity to broaden and enhance skills while gaining an Oxford qualification.

The Diploma is rigorous and intellectually challenging. It is designed to offer graduates the profile of an investment banker, the strategic approaches and techniques of a consultant and the skills of a finance director. It also complements existing qualifications and contributes towards professional CPD requirements. 

The programme is based on four modules of teaching in the areas of strategic management, finance, and management control systems. It is designed to equip those who wish to extend their knowledge and develop senior management skills. Each module is taught over four full days of teaching in January, April, June and September allowing participants to complete the Diploma within one year.

For further information including profiles of participants please see:
http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/diploma/
2 About  Executive Education at Saïd Business School

Executive Education at Saïd Business School draws on thought leadership from the entire resource base of Oxford University, as well as the Business School, to offer executive development that both inspires individuals and drives business impact.  Ambitious leaders and organisations benefit from the challenge of working with world experts to mine rich insights into the complex realities of global management, and to envisage and anticipate the future. Ranked in the Financial Times Top 10 in Europe (May 2008) for custom programme design, its programmes for clients such as Telefonica, BMW Group and Standard Chartered lead to lasting change at both the organisational and individual level.  And with a fast-growing, forward-facing portfolio of pioneering leadership and practitioner programmes, such as The Oxford Strategic Leadership Programme (celebrating its 25th year in 2007), Diploma in Financial Strategy, and The Oxford Advanced Management Programme, it supports and inspires the business leaders of today and tomorrow.
For more information, see www.sbs.oxford.edu/execed
3
About Saïd Business School

Established in 1996 the Saïd Business School is one of Europe’s youngest and most entrepreneurial business schools with a reputation for innovative business education. An integral part of Oxford University, the School embodies the academic rigour and forward thinking that has made Oxford a world leader in education. The School has an established reputation for research in a wide range of areas, including finance and accounting, organisational analysis, international management, strategy and operations management. The school is dedicated to developing a new generation of business leaders and entrepreneurs and conducting research not only into the nature of business, but the connections between business and the wider world. In the Financial Times ranking of MBA programmes (Jan 08), Saïd is ranked 19th in the world. This achievement follows the School’s success in HM Treasury’s 2005 ranking of the top 50 MBA programmes in the world, where it finished number one out of all the UK business schools. In the university league table published by The Guardian (May 2008), Saïd ranked first of all UK universities for undergraduate business for the fifth successive year.  The University of Oxford also ranked top for business studies again in The Times report published in August 2007. For more information, see www.sbs.ox.ac.uk.
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